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 Don't Forget! 

Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership! We
welcome new members all year
long. Dues of $45.00 cover
the membership year of June 1 -
May 31. CLICK HERE

NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE

Donate & Support our Chapter 
CLICK HERE
 
Check out our new Chapter
Directory online.
wnba-books.org/la/

More about the Judy Lopez
Memorial Award for
Children's Literature: 
CLICK HERE

 Thank You Generous Donors!

Cynthia Levin
Rozanne Fischer
Alma Hudson
 

 Sponsoring Members

Margaret Karlin
Allison Cohen

 Become a Local  Sponsoring 
Member

Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that
desires to make an initial or
additional annual contribution to
the chapter. 

Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

From our President  
 

Dear WNBA/LA Chapter Members,

 

After a few quiet months for the
chapter, we are getting ready to head
into a busy spring and summer
programming schedule. We have old
favorites—like our Literary Tea— and
some newer projects, including a booth at the LA Times
Festival of Books, and the now-annual Summer Reading
Program with Curacao.

We also have a couple of brand new events that we will be
announcing in the coming months. Stay tuned for more
details on all of these upcoming events!

And as usual, I hope to see you all soon!

Sincerely,
 
Rachelle Yousuf, Chapter President
rachelleyousuf@gmail.com

 
Chapter News

WRITING CRITIQUE GROUP
Our WNBA/LA Writing Critique Group is going strong, having
recently interviewed and accepted a new member, Madelyn
Gilbreath. There are eight people in the group, and they
meet twice a month. Everyone in the group speaks highly of
their experience, and Jovita Jenkins, one of the original
members, says she feels like she is getting her masters in
creative writing through the work she does there, coupled
with the feedback and support from everyone.
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  BOARD MEMBERS  
WNBA/LA Executive Board
President:   
Rachelle Yousuf 
Vice President: 
Liz Donatelli
Corresponding Secretary:
Cynthia Levin 
Recording Secretary: 
Kaleigh Tuso 
Treasurer:
Suzanne Kleinbub 
Immediate Past President:
Ruth Light 
Committees and
Representatives 
Membership Chairs:  
Suzanne Kleinbub and 
Ruth Light  
Graphic Designer:
Cheyenne Yousuf 
Social Media Chair:
Danielle Olson
Auditor: 
Holly Shaffer 
Judy Lopez Award Liaison: 
Meg Flanders 
Newsletter Editors:
Editor: 
Ruth Light 
Member News Editor: 
Jovita Jenkins 
The Bookwoman Coordinator:
OPEN
WNBA/LA Web Mistress: 
Terri Negron
Members at Large:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
Rosalind Myatt
Joan Slottow
Jeff Slottow
Open Positions:
* Hospitality
* Parliamentarian
* Publicity
* Development Chair
* Special Events Chair

with the feedback and support from everyone.

ANNUAL OPEN BOARD MEETING

Crystal Nichols   Jacqueline Berger  Bernadene Coleman

In January the executive board held the annual open board
meeting, and enjoyed meeting two new members, and
reconnecting with one long-time member! Jacqueline Berger,
the First Ladies Lady, (Loves, Lies, and Tears...vol. I and vol.
II) is an author, historian, and national guest speaker on the
topic of our nation's amazing first ladies. Crystal Nichols, the
first African-American woman to officiate varsity high school
football games, is also a property manager, a bartender at
night, and an aspiring actress. And they both still found time
to attend our open board meeting and get to know the
executive board! Bernadene Coleman, (Mama Rose, Listen
My Children, I Leave You my Dreams...among others) has
been a WNBA/LA member for decades, and at the end of the
gathering she treated us to several love poems in recognition
of the upcoming Valentine's Day. Holly Shaffer, long-time
chapter member and our chapter's auditor, provided an
extraordinary homemade lunch of quiche, salad, and dessert.
The event and the lunch both got rave reviews from
everyone!

RECIPE FOR A GREAT
SALAD!
Holly Shaffer provided the lunch
for the annual open board
meeting in January, and the
salad she made was unusual
and delicious! Here's the
recipe...try it and you'll be glad
you did!

"Magic Crepe" Salad - Pat
King

6 cups torn mixed greens
1/2 cup orange slices (I used mandarin oranges)
1/2 cup sliced celery
2 tablespoons green onion
1/2 cup toasted sliced almonds

Dressing:
1/4 cup salad oil
2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons malt vinegar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon almond extract

WRITING CONTEST--MARCH 31st DEADLINE
Do you have some of your work that is ready to submit?
March 31st is the deadline to submit your work to the Florida
Review. The three categories are fiction, poetry, and creative



Review. The three categories are fiction, poetry, and creative
non-fiction. Click here to get the details---
https://floridareview.cah.ucf.edu/editorsaward.php

10th ANNUAL LEIMERT
PARK VILLAGE BOOK FAIR
Cynthia Exum, one of our
newest chapter members, is a
literary curator and
producer/founder of the Leimert
Park Village Book Fair. The fair
began in 2007, and this year will be held on August 20. Click
here for the entire publicity notice.

WRITING WORKSHOP...IN IRELAND!
Dr. Kate Gale (see her bio in member news) is presenting a
summer writing workshop in Ireland. Click here for the
details!
 

Member News   

New member, Dr. Kate Gale, is
Managing Editor of Red Hen Press,
Editor of the Los Angeles Review, past
President of Pen USA and 2006-2014
President of the American Composers
Forum, LA.  She teaches in the Low
Residency MFA program at the University
of Nebraska.

She is author of ten books including The
Goldilocks Zone, University of New Mexico Press and Echo
Light, Red Mountain Press, 2014, and six librettos including
Rio de Sangre, a libretto for an opera with composer Don
Davis, composer of the music to the Matrix movies, which
had its world premiere October 2010 at the Florentine Opera
in Milwaukee.

Madelyn Gilbreath attended the Clarion
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers'
Workshop, and recently edited the non-
fiction magic book, Beyond Imagination. 
She lives in Los Angeles with her
husband and son, and is currently writing
a middle-grade novel blending science
fiction, fantasy, and magic themes.

 

Book'd "The Ultimate Bibliophiles'
Night Out" returns to The Group
Rep/Lonny Chapman Theatre in North
Hollywood on Thursday, April 28th, 8:00 -
9:30 P.M. Festivities to include mystery,

romance, fantasy and YA author readings, bookish
giveaways and a catered mingling reception.
Visit www.bookdevent.com for additional details. Contact Liz
Donatelli at  liz@lizdpublicity.com with questions.

Crystal Nichols is the first woman to
officiate International Men's Football at
the highest level. CLICK HERE to see
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the highest level. CLICK HERE to see
her football documentary / commercial.
 

Danielle Olson is hosting a charity
softball tournament that will take place on
May 14, 2016 at the Sepulveda Basin
Sports Complex. All the proceeds will go
towards her non-profit, the Lisa Michelle
Memorial Fund, which provides
scholarships to students who have lost a
parent to substance abuse. For more
information about the tournament you

can visit www.theLMMFund.org

Barbara Schiffman has been selected
as a presenter for the nationally
acclaimed annual Flathead River Writers
Conference (Kalispell, Montana).
Drawing from 30 years' experience as a
Hollywood script and book reader,
Barbara will teach "the art and
challenges" of adapting books or true
stories for film or TV. She will also share
"essential things Hollywood Readers
must know about your story" from her
chapter in Tarcher/Penguin's 2010

anthology Now Write! Screenwriting: Exercises from Today's
Best Writers and Teachers.  She's delighted to meet
Montana writers plus visit her daughter and twin grandsons
who live there. Info on Barbara's writers' services:
www.barbaraschiffman.com

Have you dreamed of a handsome
stranger and felt the pangs of love (or
lust)? Or dreamed of sensual encounter
with an ex, your boss, or a celebrity?
Past WNBA-LA president, Kelly Sullivan
Walden, just launched her 9th book, The
Love, Sex & Relationship Dream
Dictionary. She’s extended her launch

special to WNBA-LA members (free dreamy gifts—e.g. a
dream recall enhancing meditation).
http://tinyurl.com/lsrddlaunch. Every Friday,10-11a.m. PST
she hosts the Dreams Unzipped radio show on 1150 KKNW
(Seattle). Listen live www.DreamsUnzipped.com. If you
missed her on www.WindyCityLive.com watch it on
https://www.facebook.com/KellySullivanWaldenDoctorDream/

Foothold In The Mountain, catapulted
WNBA member, Conny Caruso. into the
Encore Movement, a prestigious society
of "retirees."  Connie’s commitment as a
first-book-writer-at-85 inspired her to "pay
it forward." Connie volunteers for
Homeboy Industries, a remarkable

program that transforms rather than punishes the human
condition.  Encore is submitting Connie’s essay on
Homeboys to Christian Science Monitor and Homeboys is
highlighting her in their newsletter.

UN Corner  
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Children face starvation in Syrian town
UNICEF and partners rushed nutrition and other lifesaving
supplies this month to Madaya, a Syrian town besieged by
armed forces. Residents don’t have enough food and dozens
have died of starvation. read more

The disastrous consequences of child marriage
More than 15 million girls every year see their childhoods cut
short and their futures shattered by early marriage. Driven by
poverty and social norms, child marriage puts girls at risk of
hardship, violence, and death from childbirth. We’re working
to change that. read more

2015 was the best and worst year for kids. Here’s
why:
It may have seemed like all bad news for children in 2015,
from the continuing refugee crisis to the impact of the West
African Ebola epidemic. But look again — together we took
huge strides forward in eradicating fatal diseases and
improving child survival around the world. read more

 

Look for us in your inbox in mid-May, 2016... and remember...
An anagram, as you know, is a word or phrase made by rearranging the letters of another word or phrase.
Here are three good ones!
snooze alarms----Alas! No more Z's.
eleven plus two----twelve plus one
a decimal point------I'm a dot in place
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a decimal point------I'm a dot in place

Facebook Twitter Website Google Plus Instagram LinkedIn

Our mailing address is: 944 Centinela Avenue, Santa Moncia CA 90403
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