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Don't Forget!
Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership!
We welcome new members all
year long. Dues of $45.00
cover the membership year of
June 1 - May 31.
CLICK HERE
NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Check out our new Chapter
Directory online.
www.wnba-books.org/la/
For information about the
Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature
CLICK HERE
__________________________

Become a Local
Sponsoring Member

From our President
Dear chapter members,
I cannot believe it is already
halfway through May! For those of
you who don't know, I am about to
complete my first year of graduate
work and the past four months have
just flown by and I can barely keep
up!
In the middle of the craziness of the
end of the semester, I wanted to
invite everyone to come let off some
steam and relax a little bit by joining
me and VP Ruth Light at Dirty Laundry Lit: Bondage this
Saturday May 17th. The WNBA/LA is a special guest at the event
and we couldn't be happier to be supporting a fantastic literary
organization in Los Angeles and to increase our connections with
the local literary base. Part of the goal for our chapter is to create
a strong network and community of literacy supporters, and we
think joining up with DLL is a fantastic step forward in that
direction. I sincerely hope that everyone will make the effort to
come out to support us and Dirty Laundry Lit, as it promises to be
a fantastic night! For more information, visit their Facebook event
page.

Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that
desires to make an initial or
additional annual contribution to
the chapter.

Lastly, I wanted to remind everyone that I'm heading off to Detroit
in less than a month for the annual national meeting. If there are
any questions, concerns, comments, or thoughts that you want
me to share with national, now is the time to let me know!

Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

Hope to hear (or see) you all soon!

Dates to Remember
May 18: Joan Slottow
June 8: Judy Lopez Award Dinner
July: Great Group Read Position

Sincerely,
Rachelle Yousuf, Chapter President
rachelleyousuf@gmail.com
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Rachelle Yousuf
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Ruth Light
Recording Secretary:
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Suzanne Kleinbub
Corresponding Secretary:
Cynthia Levin
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Ruth Light

Chapter News
Our April 27 Literary Tea was another big success!
Here you see Suzanne Kleinbub greeting people and checking
them in, and Joan Jackson (our amazing hostess!) in front of the
book display, and finally Aria Cunningham (seated facing the
group) as she talks about her book, The Princess of Sparta.

Committee and
Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and
Ruth Light
The Bookwoman Coordinator:
Position Open
Auditor:
Holly Shaffer
Judy Lopez Award Liaison:
Meg Flanders
Hospitality:
Position Open
Judy Lopez Memorial Foundation
Representative:
Jeff Slottow
Members at Large:
Rosalind Myatt
Joan Slottow
Lindsay Lees
Julia Drake
Cheyenne Yousuf
Noyemi Kelemdjian
Newsletter Editors:
Editor: Ruth Light
Chapter News Editor:
OPEN
Member News Editor:
Jovita Jenkins
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
_____________________

Join our Mailing List!

_______________________________________________________

The West Hollywood Book Fair...is cancelled!

No more book fair booth!
While considering our chapter's participation in the West
Hollywood Book Fair, a web search for this year's date turned up
an article saying it had been cancelled. Our WNBA/LA chapter has
had a booth at this fair for more than ten years, and we are sorry
to lose this regular event of our membership year. We hope it, or
some other book fair, will replace it in the future.
_______________________________________________________

A Bit of WNBA History....
The following "creed" was written in 1927, and is an inspirational
peek into our long history.
From Lillian Gurney WNBA
OUR CREED. The purpose of this Association
shall be to coordinate all the related interests
which have to do with the making and
distributing of books. Believing that it is
impossible to isolate any single instrumentality
inthe great arterial circulation of thought,
this Association is created to include in a
single working body, women writers, women
booksellers, women critics, women editors,
women librarians, and women advertisers, together
with women employed in the printing
and bookmaking trades and in publishing houses,
as a means of education to more consciousness
in ourselves and as an organized power to further
in every instance of which we can make use, the
freer movement of life and truth. quoted from Volume 1 Na 2of "The Bookwoman"
February, 1927.

_______________________________________________________

Judy Lopez Memorial Award Dinner - June 8th

On June 8 the WNBA/LA and the Judy Lopez Memorial
Foundation will present their 29th annual national award for
middle-grade children's literature. These pictures are from last
year's award dinner at the UCLA Faculty Center. Please join us for
this year's award dinner... Cost: $45
Contact Ruth at ruthlight3@gmail.com for information on how to

Contact Ruth at ruthlight3@gmail.com for information on how to
make a reservation.
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Great Group Reads -- Selection Committee Information
We are recruiting new members to join the Great Group
Reads Selection Committee for 2014.
Great Group Reads is a major initiative of National Reading Group
Month (NRGM), which is sponsored by the Women's National
Book Association (WNBA).
An overview of Great Group Reads:
Each year, the Great Group Reads (GGR) Selection Committee
prepares a list of recommendations of literary fiction and memoirs
for book discussion groups around the country. Publishers supply
the Selection Committee with reading copies. Selected books are
publicized and promoted on the National Reading Group Month
website with professionally designed display materials such as
shelf-talkers and table-top posters for anyone to download and use
in promoting these titles for independent bookstores, reading
groups and libraries. It is an important service for the reading
public and for publishers. Participation in the selection is rigorous
but rewarding!
Readers on the selection committee must adhere to the
following rules:
1. Membership in good standing with a WNBA chapter or with a
network membership
2. Commit to reading at least 100 pages of each book, up to
25, sent to your home/office
3. Be able to utilize the private GGR blog to thoughtfully
comment on each of the books
4. Have experience in book discussion groups in order to

4. Have experience in book discussion groups in order to
understand how group dynamics work in discussing books!
5. Prepare a brief profile for posting on the NRGM website (no
contact information needed)
6. Follow guidelines in selection (see Guidelines for
Selection below)
7. Do not post public reviews or comments on the books you
are reading for GGR until after the list is made public in
September 2014
8. Adhere to the deadlines for reading, commenting, and
submitting a list of your top favorites (see Schedulebelow)
Guidelines for Selection in Great Group Reads:
1. Targeted to adult reading groups throughout the U.S., with
broad based appeal
2. The selection should provide lively discussions, conflict, or
touch on timely issues
3. Fully developed themes, narratives, characters are
essential. These must be mature works of literature
4. The selection may be a title that won't necessarily achieve
superstar status but is highly deserving of attention from
reading groups, and could be characterized as a "mid-list
gem"
Schedule:
1. We start to receive books by March, and the delivery may
continue through April
2. Blog comments start up as soon as books are received and
read - you will receive instructions on it
3. Submission of your recommendations list is due near the
end of July (exact date TBD)
4. Finalization of the Great Group Reads list is early August
5. Press release on the list in early to mid-September
6. National Reading Group Month is the month of October with
special chapter events
To see last year's Great Group Reads list, go
to http://www.nationalreadinggroupmonth.org/ggr_selections.html
This is a huge commitment to undertake for the next few months,
so we want you to understand it thoroughly before asking to join
the Selection Committee. If this is for you, let me know by emailing
me atsbrechner@gmail.com . If you need more information, just
ask. And thanks for considering the job.
Bebe (Sarah) Brechner
Chair, Great Group Reads Selection Committee, National Reading
Group Month
Jill Tardiff, Chair, National Reading Group Month

Member News
Conny Caruso Hutchinson's first
book, FOOTHOLD IN THE MOUNTAIN, is now

book, FOOTHOLD IN THE MOUNTAIN, is now
available at Barnes & Noble, Amazon,
AuthorHouse, Mystic Journey Bookstore, and
25,000 other outlets. WNBA member, Margaret
Karlin, aptly describes Conny's tale on the
book cover. For sneak preview, click here ,
then click "Look Inside" tab on the page it
directs you to. Everyone knows that reading is
information for the soul. Order your very own
copy today and you won't be disappointed.
Warning: This book is not for sissies!
________________________________
Joan Slottow will have a booth in the
Artists' Pavilion at the Celebrate Israel
Festival on May 18. She is a long-time
WNBA/LA member, and is the current
president of the Judy Lopez Memorial
Foundation, which gives an annual
award for children's literature.

________________________________
Alva Sachs joins up with After
School-All-Stars Los Angeles for
school visit with her award-winning
children's books. This after school
enrichment program has former CA
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger as
founder in 2002. Kobe Bryant has
provided tremendous support and life
changing experiences to All-Star
students.
"We educate, enlighten & inspire at risk youth through exciting &
dynamic opportunities after-school to build healthy
communities." www.la-allstars.org
This was such and honor and privilege to share the afternoon
with some amazing kids and have fun with my books! It is so
important to help support literacy in our country on all levels.
_________________________________
FREE KIDS BINOCULARS! With the
purchase of a personally autographed
copy of Skylar Robbins: The Mystery of
Shadow Hills from www.carrie-cross.com.
Rated 5-stars on Amazon, Skylar will
teach your daughters a compassionate
way to stand up to bullies.
Skylar Robbins: The Mystery of Shadow
Hills

Hills
__________________________________
I was inspired to write my first children's book
"Max Pays Attention" as a mother of twins
and family therapist.This past year has been
very exciting. I was featured in LA Parent
Magazine Special Needs Edition April 2014
and have written a few articles and blogs for
mom's groups. I love reading to children and
seeing their smiling faces as they learn that
the main character of my book Max, earns
something special. "Max Pays Attention" is
for preschool up to age 7 and also for special
needs children. It's being read by classroom
teachers, behavior specialist, therapists and of course
parents. Creativekidspublications.com
Barbara Gibson-Paul Psy.D., LMFT
__________________________________
Author, Rossandra White - Loveyoubye:
Holding Fast, Letting Go, and Then There's
the Dog
Loveyoubye begins as White's world falls
apart during a collision of crises on two
continents. Just as her American husband
disappears to Mexico, her brother's health
crisis calls her back to Africa, and her
beloved dog receives a fatal diagnosis.
Standing on the edge of the past and future
as she travels between her birth country and
the shifting foundations at home, she finds courage to face a
painful decision - stay in a crumbling marriage, or leave her
husband of twenty-five years and forge a new life alone.
Loveyoubye can be purchased at Amazon, Barnes and Noble,
and independent bookstores anywhere.
__________________________________
Lisa-Catherine Cohen has been hard at
work on the book she's been
commissioned to write by a child
Holocaust survivor. The book is
tentatively titled: Kuka-The Golden Child
in the Red Coat. This woman is,
according to the man on Schindler's list,
who originally told Thomas Keneally,
author of the book the film is based on,
Spielberg's inspiration for the little girl in
the red coat in his Oscar-winning film. Harrowing miracle after
miracle, this story will be published through the Jewish University
and will be out in the winter of 2014.

UN Corner

Thanks to you, UNICEF helps immunize 36 percent of the world's
children and provides 2 billion - that's right, 2 billion - vaccine
doses each year to children all over the globe. Vaccines protect
children for a lifetime, and we're working to make sure no child is
left unprotected against preventable disease.
Spread the power of vaccines during World Immunization Week
by sharing this message.
Learn more about UNICEF's immunization programs:
http://uncf.us/1lpWl9I
Help save even more children's lives by supporting UNICEF's
immunization programs today: http://uncf.us/1rxKKVZ
Sources: World Health Organization, UNICEF.

Look for us in your inbox in mid-July 2014!
"There is only one way to read, which is to browse in
libraries and bookshops, picking up books that attract you,
reading only those, dropping them when they bore you,
skipping the parts that drag-and never, never reading
anything because you feel you ought, or because it is part
of a trend or a movement. Remember that the book which
bores you when you are 20 or 30 will open doors for you
when you are 40 or 50 and vise versa. Don't read a book out of its right time
for you. " - Doris Lessing
Forward email
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