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From our President
Dear WNBA/LA Chapter Members,

Don't Forget!

As the membership year comes to an end, I want to
take the time to thank everyone who has contributed to
the success of this past year, whether by attending an
event or volunteering with the chapter. Your continued
support is always appreciated!

Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership!
We welcome new members all
year long. Dues of $45.00
cover the membership year of
June 1 - May 31.
CLICK HERE

I want to specifically thank two board members: Ruth
Light and Ruth Garcia-Corrales. As the outgoing vice
president and recording secretary, respectively, these
two ladies have happily dedicated their time and energy
to the chapter and we are forever grateful!

NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Donate & Support our Chapter
CLICK HERE
Check out our new Chapter
Directory online.
www.wnba-books.org/la/
For information about the
Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature
CLICK HERE
__________________________
Join us!

And to the wonderful ladies replacing the two Ruths, Liz Donatelli and Kaleigh Tuso, I
can't wait for what seems to be a very promising and exciting year!
Looking forward to 2015-2016!
Sincerely,
Rachelle Yousuf, Chapter President
rachelleyousuf@gmail.com
Chapter News

WNBA/LA went to the festival!

Thank You to our
Generous Donors
Cynthia Levin
Gerald Everett Jones
Rozanne Fischer
Alma Hudson
Suzanne Kleinbub

Sponsoring Member
Margaret Karlin
Allison Cohen

Become a Local

The LA Times Festival of Books, that is! Thanks to board member Ruth GarciaCorrales, who put us in touch with festival organizers, we were able to have a booth at
the largest book fair in the country. Typically there are more than 150,000 people who
attend, and plenty of those people stopped at our booth! Several chapter members
displayed and publicized their books and events, and here you see Ruth Light with
Dana Schwartz, a third year USC student who interviewed Ruth for a school project.
Check out our FB page for many more pictures!

Become a Local
Sponsoring Member
Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that
desires to make an initial or
additional annual contribution to
the chapter.
Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

BOARD MEMBERS
WNBA/LA Executive Board
President:
Rachelle Yousuf
Vice President:
Liz Donatelli
Corresponding Secretary:
Cynthia Levin
Recording Secretary:
Kaleigh Tuso
Treasurer:
Suzanne Kleinbub
Immediate Past President:
Ruth Light
Committees and
Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and
Ruth Light
Graphic Designer:
Cheyenne Yousuf
Social Media Chair:
Danielle Olson
Auditor:
Holly Shaffer
Judy Lopez Award Liaison:
Meg Flanders
Newsletter Editors:
Editor:
Ruth Light
Member News Editor:
Jovita Jenkins
The Bookwoman Coordinator:
OPEN
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
Members at Large:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
Rosalind Myatt
Joan Slottow
Jeff Slottow
Lindsay Lees
Open Positions:
* Chapter News Editor
* Hospitality
* Parliamentarian
* Publicity Chair
_____________________

Join our Mailing List!

We are looking for volunteers to read to kids. Every summer Curacao, the retail
department store chain with several locations serving the Hispanic-American
community, has provided a summer reading program. And for the second summer in a
row, WNBA/LA has collaborated with Curacao to provide the volunteers to read to the
kids. The program is offered every Saturday all summer long, and it is presented in
Curacao's large, friendly, colorful Kids Zones, which are located within the stores.
Everyone who read to the kids last summer had fun, and the kids loved it...so please
contact Ruth Light if you would like to join us this summer and be a reader...
ruthlight3@gmail.com or 310-397-4503.

*** Your Executive Board Has Been Elected! ***
Thanks to everyone for voting...and for the wonderful compliments! Here are just a few
quotes that were added to the ballots--"I'm very impressed and pleased with their qualifications" (Alma Hudson, WNBA/LA
donor)
"I vote for all of the incumbents to continue doing the great job they are doing"
(Sharmagne Leland-St. John)
"Thanks to all for your diligent service." (Gerald Everett Jones, WNBA/LA donor)
"...good choices. Glad they want to serve." (Barbara Schiffman)
"...thank you for helping to make WNBA/LA such a wonderfully vibrant organization."
(Julie Gibson)
As Cynthia Levin, our corresponding secretary, says...Onward and Upward!
LOOKING for a bit of PUBLICITY?
Chapter members may submit a short blurb (100 words or less) plus one picture, to be
considered for approval by our social media chair, Danielle Olson, and featured on our
Facebook page, plus our other social media. Send your publicity blurb to Danielle
at danielle.elisemiller@yahoo.com.
LOOKING for a bit of NATIONAL PUBLICITY?

LOOKING for a bit of NATIONAL PUBLICITY?
Chapter members may sign up for the very reasonable price of $30.00/year to put their
publicity onto the WNBA national website. Check this out at http://www.wnbabooks.org/members_free.
Here's a tip from a chapter member...
If you are not aware of Live Talks LA, here is their link: http://livetalksla.org/
They have interesting lectures at a relatively low cost and many of them are with
successful writers. - Apryl Rahbari

Donate & Support our Chapter - CLICK HERE
Where are you reading...and What??
Here they are---your chapter president
Rachelle Yousuf, and the incoming newlyelected vice president, Liz Donatelli...reading
at the Panera Bread in Studio City! Rachelle is
reading 1001 Books You Must Read Before
You Die and Liz is reading The Autobiography
of Mark Twain.
So tell us...Where are YOU reading and
What?
Send your picture and submission to
ruthlight3@gmail.com

Member News
WNBA-LA member Marian Silverman gave an author talk on
The Risks of Writing and Publishing Memoir at the Rancho Park
library on March 28, 2015. There was a great turn out from
authors and wannabes interested in memoir. She read excerpts
from her published collection: White Rose: Stories of Love, Loss
and a Dog Named Holly to illustrate how she faced the terrors of
telling true stories in the first person. http://amzn.to/1IgU1Pb

WNBA-LA member Lisa-Catherine Cohen co-facilitated, with actor,
Annie Korzen, their second, now-annual, media-training seminar for
IWOSC-Independent Writers of Southern California, held on March
21st, 2015, to a room filled with writers learning how to read their
work more compellingly. The audience of participants watched howwithin minutes-they all improved dramatically. A two-camera-shoot
will result in a short movie to be posted on WNBA's and IWOSC's
websites. Lisa-Catherine, a platinum lyricist, oft-published editor,
writer, and performer herself, is close to completing her book called,
On Camera, On Stage, On Mic. www.Lisa-Catherine.com LCC@Lisa-Catherine.com

WNBA/LA member Conny Hutchinson's Foothold in the
Mountain will be showcased at the Beverly Hills Library this
summer! There will be a lecture, and audience participation. Judith
Palarz, noted book club facilitator, will lead an exploration of

Palarz, noted book club facilitator, will lead an exploration of
Hutchinson's intentions in an entertaining and informative manner.
The time and date for this event will be announced soon!

WNBA-LA member news editor, Jovita Jenkins, presented a
seminar entitled Building Strategic Relationships for Career
Success at the Ready to Lead Women's Conference at Los Angeles
Southwest College on May 15, 2015. Jovita has a long history as a
successful corporate leader and educator, and is the author of the
award winning book Get Out of Your Own Way.

Farzana Marie hosted Afghan poet Somaia Ramish for a spring
book tour of just-released Load Poems Like Guns: Women's
Poetry from Herat, Afghanistan. Readings included the Tucson
Festival of Books, as well as campuses, homes, and
bookstores in California, Oregon, and Washington.

Dolores Sloan was appointed to a seat on the Landmarks Commission for the city of
Santa Monica. She is a published writer on Jewish history, and brings a unique
perspective on the region's diverse cultural heritage and the many ways that local
residents see themselves in relation to the community and region in which they live.
www.doloressloan.com

National News
ANNUAL WNBA BOARD MEETING
Your chapter president, Rachelle Yousuf, will soon be heading to New Orleans. Every
June, the presidents of each of the 11 chapters of WNBA around the country meet in
a chapter city for the annual board meeting, and this year it is in New Orleans. The
meeting begins on Friday at noon and ends on Monday at noon, and each chapter
president reports on their chapter's accomplishments, and challenges. There are
break-out sessions, presentations, votes, and discussions. And of course there is
always time for special dinners and a bit of sightseeing in the evenings. I'm sure
Rachelle will come back with ideas and inspiration!

UN Corner
WNBA supports UNICEF. We are a NGO (non-governmental organization) within the
United Nations, and UNICEF is the specific program that we support. If you
can...donate now. Nepal's children are in dire need of help!
Relief efforts are underway, but we have a long way to go. Your help is needed now
more than ever. Donate to Nepal today.

Children have suffered both physically and emotionally. They are severely
traumatized. They can't go to school.
UNICEF staff are working around the clock to give children in Nepal the bright,
healthy futures they deserve. We've been on the ground long before the first
earthquake hit - and we have no plans to leave now - but we need your help to do
more.
Give now to help UNICEF distribute desperately needed emergency supplies.
Look for us in your inbox in mid-July 2015... and remember...
"A word after a word after a word is power." Margaret Atwood
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