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From our President
Dear Members,
October was a big month for our chapter as we
celebrated National Reading Group Month at The Last
Bookstore in downtown Los Angeles. Our five
participating authors shared their books, stories, and
inspiration and wowed us with an inside look at the
writing craft. It was a wonderful and cherished afternoon
for all attendees. Now we're quickly heading into the
holiday season. To celebrate the end of 2011, we hope
to see you all at our Holiday Party on December 4.
Please find details below.
Best,
Julia Drake, President
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that desires to make an initial
or additional annual
contribution to the chapter.
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Dates to Remember
Dec. 4: WNBA/LA Holiday
Party

Our National Reading
Group Month Sponsors

Chapter News

Please join us for our
ANNUAL
WNBA/LA Holiday Party
Sunday, December 4, 5-8 pm
Who: All current members of WNBA/LA and all members of the 2011
Lopez Award Selection Committee are cordially invited. Each member is
welcome to bring a guest.
Where: Joan Jackson's home at 429 South Bentley Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90049-3512. Please call 310-476-1707 if you need more information.
Glorious Food: In keeping with a long WNBA/LA tradition, this will be a
pot-luck buffet. We have enough volunteers for dessert already, but please
feel free to bring anything else you'd like to share-a casserole or cheese
plate, side dish or salad, etc. (Our founding president, Lee Levy, used to
bring delicious potato latkes.)
Good Books: In another tradition, we'll have on hand selected collectible
books for children and adults-donated by publishers, authors, or members.
Contributions in saleable condition are welcome at the event. Proceeds will
go to WNBA/LA.
Friendship: This purely social evening offers an opportunity for all of us
who write, design, publish, and/or simply love good books to deepen
existing friendships and initiate new ones.
RSVP: So we'll know how many to plan for, please RSVP to Joan Jackson
at 310-476-1707, or linneatwo@gmail.com
___________________________________
Our booth at the West Hollywood Book Fair was busy, exciting, and
eclectric. We raffled off a free massage and a gorgeous original painting by
long-time chapter member Lisa-Catherine Cohen, we hosted a total of eight
author-members, and we handed out bookmarks and WNBA information to
hundreds of visitors. We do this every year, so plan on participating next
year!

__________________________________
WHAT IS NRGM?
NRGM is National Reading Group Month, which is an initiative of WNBA.
NRGM salutes reading groups, and provides an opportunity for them to
reflect on their accomplishments and plan for the future. Our LA chapter's
NRGM event last month took place in downtown LA at The Last Bookstore,
and we had five amazing, intelligent, oft-published authors who spoke to us
about their lives and their literary experiences. Everyone who attended gave
rave reviews, and here are their pictures!
Left to right: Nina Revoyr Wingshooters, Diana Abu-Jaber Birds of
Paradise, Julia Drake WNBA/LA President, Joan Jackson WNBA/LA VicePresident, Linda O. Johnston The More the Terrier,
Avery Aames Lost and Fondue, Attica Locke Black Water Rising
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__________________________________

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
We have a new recording secretary, Rachelle Yousef, who just volunteered
for this position a few weeks ago...and we are looking for other volunteers!
But first, the comments of Valerie Tomaselli, WNBA National Vice
President. "I'm seeing... four cornerstones of the WNBA: sharing the
pleasure we take from books, supporting each other in our book-related
endeavors and enterprises, understanding how book publishing works, and
the ongoing collegiality that forms the core of our organization.
You can get the most out of these benefits by joining the board as a
member at large. It's simple: you come to board meetings (one afternoon
every other month) contribute your ideas, and volunteer to help as you
want, on an as-needed basis."
So---let me know if you can join us as a member at large. It's an
opportunity to get to know chapter members, learn more about the WNBA,
and add a nice title on your resume. ruthlight3@gmail.com or 310-397-4503

Member News

Member Allison Pescosolido, M.A. is pleased to announce the launch of
Divorce Detox™ Daily, the first online support program for separating and
divorcing individuals that revolutionizes the way individuals transition
through divorce. Many people don't have time or cannot afford therapy, and
don't want to spend years trying to move on from the end of their
marriage. Divorce Detox™ Daily offers the perfect solution for anyone
wanting effective and efficient support in a
convenient format. Members of Divorce Detox™ Daily receive daily support
in their inbox that includes education, inspiration, real life divorce stories,
and practical tips to manage the daily challenges inherent in separation and
divorce. www.divorcedetox.com/daily
Allison Pescosolido M.A., Andra Brosh Ph.D. and the Divorce
Detox™ Team Divorce Detox™ The cure for a broken heart.
www.divorcedetox.com - movingon@divorcedetox.com
888.456.7056 - twitter: twitter.com/divorcedetox
Read Divorce Detox's blog on The Huffington Post:
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/allison-pescosolido-ma-and-andra-broshphd/youre-no-mind-reader-what_b_1011920.html
_________________________________
WNBA-LA member Barbara Meltzer had the good
fortune to interview Dr. Mary Catherine Bateson for an
article in "Aging Today," the newspaper published by the
American Society on Aging. Barbara is a member of the
publication's Editorial Advisory Board. A writer and
anthropologist, Dr. Bateson is the daughter of Margaret
Mead and Gregory Bateson. In the Q&A, she addresses
several important issues about aging, some of which are
covered in her recent book, "Composing a Further Life:
The Age of Active Wisdom." To read the article, please visit
http://www.asaging.org/blog/artfully-composing-life-conversation-marycatherine-bateson
Barbara Meltzer
Barbara Meltzer & Associates
Public Relations and Marketing
5455 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1509, Los Angeles, CA 90036
Tel. 323 964-9555 - Fax 323 964-9594
e-mail: barbara@meltzerpr.com - www.meltzerpr.com
___________________________________
Member Receives Awards
Alma Hudson is an author of two published books of
fiction called "Checkered Fences" and "The Trouble

With Change". Her second book, The Trouble With
Change, was Best Book in the "Women's Literature"
category of the 2011 Pinnacle Book Achievement
Awards and an Award-Winning Finalist in the "Fiction:
Chick Lit/Women's Lit" category of the 2011
International Book Awards. She likes to write stories
and poems about subjects that affect Urban
Communities and her books are based upon her own
personal experiences. Ms. Hudson also loves to sketch and paint.
http://www.internationalbookawards.com/2011awardannouncement.html
http://www.bookmarketingprofits.com/PinnacleAwardsSummer2011.html
_____________________________________
Ruth Garcia-Corrales has created a Thursday lunchtime reading club at work to discuss Time
Management Secrets for Working Women, by
WNBA/LA member, Ruth Klein.
The book provides fresh, new ways to see your busy
schedule, and shows how to plan around it to create a
less stressful life. One idea from the book is to make
an appointment for love. It's a great idea to always
keep our personal relationships on the agenda!
From reading the book Ruth Garcia-Corrales says "I learned to track how I
was spending my time to determine if I had a balanced life. What an eyeopener! I suggest reading this book and putting into practice Ruth's
suggestions."

Nationally Speaking

Get to Know Your WNBA National Web site
www.wnba-books.org
PROMOTIONAL PROGRAM - There are 3 "flavors" to this program--authors, company owners/principals, and professional service providers.
Have you recently published? Are you on a book tour? Did you win an
award? Share a news item with members around the country (no personal
press releases, however) by sending it to promo@wnba-books.org .
MEMBERS ONLY SECTION - Login using the chapter username and
password to perform searches in our national directory. Are you looking for
an editor/publisher/agent? Are you planning a book tour? The national
directory is a resource for YOU!

Wait---you say you don't know the password?? Call Marla Markman at 951660-0607. We're very careful about internet security, so you must call Marla
on the phone to get the username and password.
You can also access WNBA archives and documents. Check out the
members only section for many kinds of interesting information about
WNBA.
NATIONAL AWARDS - Our national organization gives out prestigious and
nationally-recognized awards for individual women, and for bookstores.
There is also a cash grant given to a library association every year. Go to
the national Web site www.wnba-books.org or click here: WNBA Awards.
The WNBA national Web site was updated and redesigned about a year
ago, and if you have not visited it lately there are many new features. Our
Web sites, both national and local, are excellent member benefits. I hope
you get to know them!

So that's it for November! Look for us in your inbox in 2012 mid-January, and
remember...
"The larger story creates a container to hold the smaller story, and the smaller
story becomes large because of its container." - Deena Metzger
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