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DON'T FORGET!
Don't forget to RENEW your
WNBA/LA Membership! We
welcome new members all year
long. Dues of $45.00 cover
the membership year of June 1 May 31. CLICK HERE
NOT A MEMBER YET?
CLICK HERE
Donate & Support our Chapter
CLICK HERE
Check out our new Chapter
Directory online.
wnba-books.org/la/
More about the Judy Lopez
Memorial Award for
Children's Literature:
CLICK HERE

SAVE THE DATE
9/15-1/15/2017: Writing Contest

Thank You Donors!
Cynthia Levin
Rozanne Fischer
Alma Hudson

Sponsoring Members
Margaret Karlin
Allison Cohen

Become a Local
Sponsoring Member
Local sponsoring membership is
available to any individual, local
organization, or agency that desires
to make an initial or additional
annual contribution to the chapter.

Become a Sponsoring
Member: CLICK HERE

BOARD MEMBERS

From our President
Dear WNBA/LA Chapter Members,

For those of you who have been around
a long time, you probably know that we
always host an annual holiday party in
December. For many, many years, we
have seen the holiday party as a time to
gather, enjoy each others' company, and reflect on the past year,
as well as the year to come. If you've attended before, you
know that it's always fun, always joyous, and always special.
This year, we want to try something a little bit different. As we
head into our Centennial year, we thought it would be fitting to
celebrate the beginning of a new year with a party in January. At
this party, you'll find the same food, joy, and company as our
holiday party. But, this time around, if you come a bit early,
you'll also get to sit in on a board meeting, learn about
volunteer opportunities, and find out how you can take WNBA
into the next century.
Details about the party will be coming soon. But I hope you will
join us and help keep WNBA as storied and vibrant as it has
been for the past forty years.
Happy holidays, and as usual, I hope to see you all soon!
Sincerely,
Rachelle Yousuf, Chapter President
rachelleyousuf@gmail.com
BENEFITS - for Members and Supporters
Have you heard of The Writers Almanac, with Garrison Keillor?
It's free, and you get a poem a day, plus literary and historical
notes from that day in history. www.writersalmanac.org

BOARD MEMBERS
WNBA/LA Executive Board
President:
Rachelle Yousuf
Vice President:
Liz Donatelli
Corresponding Secretary:
Cynthia Levin
Recording Secretary:
Crystal Nichols
Treasurer:
Suzanne Kleinbub
Immediate Past President:
Ruth Light
Committees and Representatives
Membership Chairs:
Suzanne Kleinbub and
Ruth Light
Graphic Designer:
Cheyenne Yousuf
Social Media Chair:
OPEN
Auditor:
Holly Shaffer
Judy Lopez Award Liaison:
Meg Flanders
Judy Lopez Award
Representative:
Joan Slottow
Newsletter Editors:
Editor:
Ruth Light
Member News Editor:
Jovita Jenkins
The Bookwoman Coordinator:
OPEN
WNBA/LA Web Mistress:
Terri Negron
The Writer's Voice Chair:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
Members at Large:
Rosalind Myatt
Open Positions:
* The Bookwoman Coordinator
* Hospitality
* Parliamentarian
* Publicity
* Development Chair
* Special Events Chair
* Social Media Chair

Fifth Annual WNBA Writing
Contest--9/15/2016 thru
1/15/2017- Submissions are open
to WNBA members and nonmembers---do not rest until you
submit your best! Click here for
submission guidelines and more
information or click on image to
download the flyer.

Chapter News

National Reading Group Month panel
Women’s Stories-Why We Write Them

Skylight Books, located in the shadow of Griffith Park and
its iconic observatory-- and complete with its own tree
growing out of the inside of the bookstore--was the delightful
and welcoming location for our annual National Reading
Group Month event on October 19. Rachelle Yousuf (chapter
president) and Liz Donatelli (chapter vice president) lined up
three exceptional authors for us, and the theme of the
evening was Women’s Stories, and Why We Write Them.
Our wonderful authors were; Carmiel Banasky, (The
Suicide of Claire Bishop), Sonia Patel, (Rani Patel in Full
Effect), and Katherine Taylor, (Valley Fever), and Rachelle lost
no time in asking interesting questions. She started off with a
question about the relationship between a daughter and an
immigrant mom. The answers were reflections about
daughters finding themselves, about letting go of the
narrative they have been told about themselves, and about
women growing toward independence and healing. Rachelle
also asked about the time frames and settings for each book,
revealing interesting responses from the authors about art
and sitting to be painted, the farming life, and rap poetry.
A few of the executive board members used the event as an
opportunity to enjoy dinner together before listening to the
panel, and then getting signed books and chatting with the
authors.

authors.
WNBA launched National Reading Group Month to
further its mission of fostering a love of reading, supporting
reading and book clubs, and encouraging women in the
literary field. October was named National Reading Group
Month, and all of the twelve WNBA chapters across the
country celebrate NRGM with panels and readings and various
literary events.

805 Writers Conference
Here's the WNBA/LA booth at the recent 805 Writers
Conference. Our Vice-President, Liz Donatelli, set up the
booth and spent the day answering questions about WNBA
and handing out our brochures and bookmarks. Because we
provided a booth, our members received a discount to attend
the conference, and Liz talked to three of our chapter
members who took advantage of this deal! Members Carolyn
Coleridge and Chris Hickey, who attended the conference,
both spoke very enthusiastically about what they learned and
the connections they made.

Writing Critique Group is growing!
The SoCal Writers Critique
Group, sponsored by the WNBA,
is excited to welcome its newest
member Melody Anderson. A
Licensed Clinical Social Worker for
the past 20 years, Melody is
working on a book to assist
parents of substance-abusing
children. She specializes in family
work, addictions and trauma
treatments. Melody has a private
psychotherapy practice in West
Los Angeles and New York City
and is a licensed California Reverend.

Meet 'n Greet was great!
Both chapter members
and friends of WNBA/LA
met at the Aroma Cafe in
North Hollywood to meet
and shmooze with the
funny, energetic, amazing

funny, energetic, amazing
Jade Wang. Jade is the
author of The Wangs vs.
the World, her debut
novel that is a New York
Times Editor's Choice and
is soon to be translated
into 11 different
languages. We enjoyed
great food and interesting tidbits about Jade and her writing
process.
Meet 'n Greets are a fairly new feature of the WNBA/LA
calendar, and we can look forward to more of them in the
future. They provide a "close encounter of the literary kind",
and are set in various interesting eateries around LA.

WNBA National News

100!!
WNBA will turn 100 years old in 2017! We began in a small
bookstore in New York City in 1917, and we are the oldest
continually operating literary organization in the US. We now
have twelve chapters around the country, and you can expect
celebrations in all of them! The centennial will culminate with a
huge party and executive board meeting in October, 2017, in
New York....I'll be going...let me know if you want to join me!
Ruth Light

Ruth Light
P.S.....The centennial now has its own website - wnbacentennial.org - and its packed with information...and swag! To
go directly to our zazzle site to see all the new WNBA products,
click here.
Member News
Member Joan Jackson shares
exciting news: I had the
serendipitous, good fortune to
attend the first She Writes Press
Fall Retreat (Nov 3-6) at the
Boulders Resort in Scottsdale,
Arizona. A most inspirational,
professional, super organized
experience! From panels about current changes in publishing to
lectures on structure by Rebecca Skloot, author of The Immortal
Life of Henrietta Lacks, to a personal video and headshots.
After much soul searching the past nine months about how,
where and when to move forward on publication of my second
novel, Just In Time, I finally found where I want to be—with She
Writes Press. I will soon be working with them for publication.
(Lo and behold! I learned that Rebecca Skloot & my daughter
were good friends in high school in Portland, Oregon!)
www.joanljackson.com/just-in-time/
Barbara Schiffman is proud to announce
the release of her new Coloring Journal
collaborative anthology series "Recipes
for Living" (co-edited and illustrated by
Deborah Louise Brown). The first two
volumes share informative and inspiring
articles on body-mind-spirit well being plus
life improvement "recipes" by Holistic
Chamber of Commerce members in
addition to journaling and coloring pages.
Volume Three contains chapters authored
by Barbara's Akashic Records students plus other authors,
including therapists and life coaches. To order copies for holiday
gifts or learn about contributing to 2017 collaborative editions:
call Barbara (818-415-3479).
Get more info at ColoringJournalsforHealthyLiving.com and
Barbara's Amazon author page.

WMBA-LA member news editor, Jovita
Jenkins, was a facilitator and coach at the
Bella Network Women’s Empowerment
Retreat, held at the Maya Hotel in Long
Beach, CA, Oct 20-23, 2016.
Visit: http://jovitajenkins.com/

Oubliette—A Forgotten Little Place by
Vanta M. Black honored with two major
awards.

The paranormal thriller is the winner of the
General Fiction Category in the 2016
Southern California Book Festival Awards.
Aligned with the festival are the Halloween
Book Awards, where the book not only
won the Halloween-themed General
Fiction Category, but also received its
highest honors as the Top Book.
Black received the awards at a private ceremony in Los Angeles
at LA Live, on November 19, 2016. To learn more about Vanta
M. Black and Oubliette—A Forgotten Little Place, visit
www.VantaMBlack.com.
For more info and the complete list of winners:
southerncaliforniabookfestival.com/
UN Corner

I want you to know that as our country works to come
together, UNICEF remains committed to our values. We’ll
continue to stand up for the children of the world and all that
we each believe in.
This is our moment to show that we are generous, caring, and
full-hearted. It’s our chance to show the world that we will
continue to fight for the most vulnerable children — so they
can overcome obstacles to live full lives.
Stand with us to show your continued commitment to the
children of the world. Support UNICEF today >>
Let’s keep pushing towards the better world we imagine.
Because we choose to stand for hope.

Look for us in your inbox in mid-Jan, 2017...and remember...
"You never know what you want to write until it starts writing itself in your head."
- Jill Ker Conway - learn more

