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FROM OUR PRESIDENT:
Hello Lit Lovers!
I’m back from an exciting WNBA conference that also celebrated our
centennial and honored amazing women in the literary world. Being able
to connect with each chapter president and vice president as well as the
New York chapter members was absolutely invigorating. I’ve always
known that our chapters around the nation were doing amazing work in
their communities to advocate for and promote accessible literature and
writing programs in their community, but being able to discuss their efforts
and also talking with the National Board about the next 100 years of our
amazing organization gave me an immense feeling of pride for all that
WNBA has accomplished and strives to do. As we head into
Thanksgiving and the holiday season I am extremely grateful for the
members of this organization across the U.S. and remain in awe of the
time you all take out of your busy schedules in order to help make our
literary values remain at the forefront of the publishing industry.
As members of the Los Angeles chapter, I invite you all to visit and participate in all the amazing
programs our National Board sets forth such as submitting to The Bookwoman, which is the official
publication of the Women’s National Book Association that accepts submissions from all of our
members and sends it to members across the country. If you have exciting literary news to share
please share it with our entire organization so that we can support your work as much as you support
our organization. There are great events planned for the rest of this year and the next, please make
sure to visit our website so that you don’t miss a thing!
Sincerely,
Natalie Obando-Desai, Chapter President
Natalie@dogoodprgroup.com

CHAPTER NEWS:
Change is in the air…and in the newsletter airwaves!
I became the WNBA/LA Newsletter Editor in January of 2011, which is a
testament to the swift passage of time! It doesn’t seem possible that I’ve
been collecting member news, UNICEF news, and chapter news for seven
years, but I have, and now I’ve come to the end of my term. As I step away
from the responsibilities of being the editor, I will continue to be a resource
and a helper for not only the newsletter but all of the many WNBA/LA
events. Check out the flyer for our next event right here in the newsletter…
The Literary Tea and Holiday Party on December 10th!!
And remember---you can get WNBA/LA news from many sources. Check our website www.wnbabooks.org/la for news and events, and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
My best wishes to all-----Ruth Light, WNBA/LA Newsletter Editor

MEMBER NEWS:
From WNBA/LA Member Joan L. Jackson Author “Just in Time”…
Thank you everyone that came to my event at
Diesel Books in Santa Monica! It was a
smash. I enjoyed every second of it. We filled
the house and Diesel said it was the first time
they had to bring in outside seating to
accommodate everyone.
Two of my favorite remarks were from Diane Leslie's introduction: "Just in Time is a booksellers' dream!
A literary novel that you can't put down."
Order Just in Time here: http://amzn.com/1631522647

See article from Akron Beacon: https://tinyurl.com/y8cb265r
Review: Joan Jackson’s ‘Just in Time’ by Paul Fuhr: http://tinyurl.com/y84u9lhe
From WNBA/LA Member Tisha Reichle...
Saturday, December 9, Women Who Submit will offer a 60-minute
interactive workshop on Self-Care with helpful exercises and best
practices workshop led by Andrea Gutierrez writer, editor, educator, and
chingona. Her work has appeared in make/shift, Mujeres de Maiz, Bitch,
Huizache, On She Goes, and the Chicanas, Cholas, y Chisme theater
festival in Los Angeles. Andrea is a VONA/Voices writer and received her
MFA in creative writing at UC Riverside. She has judged the International Latino Book Awards since
2016. Join us 10a-2p at Location TBD. Bring your laptop to submit writing after the workshop, a short
break, and snacks.

WNBA/LA FEATURED MEMBER: CONNY HUTCHINSON
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! I have a story to tell….
Having been inspired by a Steve Lopez article in the
Los Angeles Times about a Jesuit priest I volunteered
as a “Connector” to raise funds and interact with
former gangbangers, ex-prisoners, and
disenfranchised families. Through this experience, I
met Father Gregory Boyle SJ, founder and director of
Homeboy Industries in downtown LA. Father Greg
does not preach, he shares his dedicated belief in the
concept of “we” and that it is our purpose to erase the
“us and them” margins from the human condition. (homeboyindustries.org)
And it all started for this “kid from Brooklyn” without
a planned route of education-through-college, as we
know it today. My habit of journaling became the
impetus to augment my voracious reading habit. My
curiosity of character-profiling turned into a gift for
story-telling. With an infant to support in my youth,
being on welfare stimulated my creative drive to
invent toys-r-us from scraps. I did not really do it
alone. Many friends and a very kind relative, my
cousin Vinnie (Yes!) saw in me what I did not see in
myself. The only other thing that kept me going was
faith. Faith still does. The Staircase To Success is
demanding and quite invisible, until we reach the top. My “top” is right here and right now. There is
more happening, which I cannot disclose at this writing. The “happening” has global significance and
incorporates the values of a kind and loving society. More will be revealed the middle of next year.

In addition to my volunteering at Homeboy
Industries, I have added “writer” to my personal
description in the last several years. I got started at
my 70th birthday party, because after I spontaneously
expressed how I felt about each friend present, a
guest told me, “Conny, you’re a writer. When are you
going to start writing?” She was a 3-book author at
the time, so I said, “Yes” to myself. At age 80, after
about 17 rewrites, I completed my book, Foothold in
the Mountain, which officially was published four
years later. And as a contender in the circus of my mind, “Foothold In The Mountain” is enjoying a
successful run. The front cover boasts, “Reads like a dime novel, ends with a million dollar message!”
And so it does.
Oh, the power of “Yes!”

UN CORNER:
UNICEF helps children across the globe to support them and provide shelter, safety, education, and
health. Can you help UNICEF? Click on any of these pictures (or all of them!) to see what YOU can do!

DON'T FORGET:
• Don't forget to RENEW your WNBA/LA

• Donate & Support our Chapter: CLICK HERE

Membership! We welcome new members all

• Check out our Chapter Directory

year long. Dues of $45.00 cover the

online: wnba-books.org/la/

membership year of June 1 thru May 31.
CLICK HERE
• NOT A MEMBER YET? CLICK HERE

• More about the Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature: CLICK HERE
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The Writer's Voice Chair:
Ruth Garcia-Corrales
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Members at Large:
Rosalind Myatt
Sponsoring Member:
Natalie Obando-Desai
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* The Bookwoman Coordinator
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* Publicity
* Development Chair
* Special Events Chair

REMEMBER... A quote you need when you don't feel like writing...

