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PRESIDENT NEWS:
Dear WNBA-LA Members and Supporters,
It’s Women’s History Month and while we take the time to specifically
celebrate this month, every day, all year round, we are reminded by the
amazing and strong women in our lives (including ourselves) how much
strength and power we really have. We are also reminded that there is
strength in finding our tribe when it comes to those you surround yourself
with. Our Women’s National Book Association Los Angeles Chapter has
been a pillar of strength for many. Through our chapter, we have
supported each others’ writing and publishing process and have
celebrated our many successes. This month I am happy to celebrate the
success of Valerie Tomaselli, Rosalind Reisner and Doris Weatherford. All
members of Women’s National Book Association in various chapters
across the U.S. who came together to write a book, Women In the Literary Landscape which
celebrates and highlights women's achievements in the literary world for the past 100 years. This
wonderful book highlights women who have been at the forefront of significant developments in the
literary community and the book world since colonial times. It covers the important history of women in
publishing and literary roles, with an overview of women’s roles in writing, publishing, book selling, and
librarianship. Women in the Literary Landscape breaks new ground with a narrative connecting
women’s contributions in these fields with the relevant social history.
I am so happy to celebrate women in literature and in the book world, and the success of our wonderful
WNBA members with this book! Enjoy a copy in celebration of Women’s History Month and in
celebration of being a part of it!
Sincerely,
Natalie Obando-Desai, Chapter President

Natalie Obando-Desai, Chapter President
Natalie@dogoodprgroup.com

This Month Americans Celebrate Women:
Mothers, sisters, daughters, and historical figures alike who fought, often into obscurity, for justice and
equality. Women have risked their lives to secure the rights of children, workers, for our nation and
fellow women.
Thanks to the work of progressive female writers, women earned some of the fundamental rights given
to men and many began taking note of their talent instead of their gender.
Female writers have given us some of the greatest novels, short stories, poems, films and essays ever
written. In centuries past, Female writers struggled to get their work noticed, so a few resorted to
various forms of concealment. Some used male pen names, initials or remained anonymous so that
their work wouldn't be discounted because they were women. In no particular order, here are 5 female
writers who changed history:
Alice Walker: Alice Walker is the first African-American woman to win the Pulitzer
Prize for Fiction for her novel The Color Purple.

Edith Wharton: Edith Wharton was an American novelist who
was the first woman to win a Pulitzer Prize for literature for her
novel The Age of Innocence.
Mary Wollstonecraft: Wollstonecraft was an accomplished
author and influential public figure, who helped develop British
feminism and philosophy. She is best known for her book, A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman.
Pearl S. Buck: Pearl S. Buck was an inspirational American
writer who is most widely known for her Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel The Good Earth where she describes peasant life in
China, a country that she resided in most of her life.
Margaret Mitchell: Author Margaret Mitchell is best known for
writing the Pulitzer Prize-winning American classic Gone With
the Wind. The novel was an instant success, selling more than
a million copies in the first six months.
Join us this month in celebrating Women’s month by celebrating the history of
WNBA and the newly released Women in the Literary Landscape produced by WNBA members. The
book is now available on amazon.com

CHAPTER NEWS - NEW BOARD MEMBERS:
Diana Giovinazzo Tierney - Social Media Chair
Through her blog, Creating Herstory, Diana Giovinazzo Tierney explores women’s
history and historical fiction. One half of the dynamic literary podcasting duo at
Wine, Women and Words, they discuss literature and wine with the help of various
guests. Diana is currently working on her first novel, The Woman in Red: A Novel
of Anita Garibaldi.

Ezina LeBlanc - Communications & Publicity Chair
Ezina is a bestselling author, TV personality, singer-songwriter, in-demand speaker,
and founder and CEO of Victress Music & Publishing, the foremost authority on
inspirational content for women. Ezina uses her infectious energy to empower
women to take control of their lives and pursue their passions without fear.
Motivational, inspirational, and always approachable, Ezina’s tell-it-like-it-is attitude
is a refreshing approach that allows her to authentically connect with millions of women around the
world through her weekly podcast Guitar Goddess on iHeart Radio.
Ezina has created innovative and inspirational content for top brands including Andersen Consulting,
Mac Cosmetics, Saks Fifth Avenue, Norstrom, McDonalds, JCPenney, Eli Lily, and AT&T. Ezina resides
in Los Angeles with her husband and furbabies.

MEMBER NEWS: WOMEN IN THE LITERARY LANDSCAPE
From colonial times, women have been at the forefront of significant
developments in the literary community and the book world. Despite this
important history, no single publication has provided an overview of women’s
roles in writing, publishing, bookselling, and librarianship. With Women in the
Literary Landscape, in honor of its Centennial, the WNBA breaks new ground
with a narrative connecting women’s contributions in these fields with the
relevant social history. Purchase: Amazon

UN CORNER:
Humor and satire have great potential to bring visibility to and
foster critical thinking on gender equality issues.
Editorial cartoonists around the world are helping to end gender
discrimination with spirited and thoughtful depictions of the
inequalities and injustices women face. They do this often at the
cost of risking their own lives, as they face increasing opposition
for the work they create.
UN Women and Cartooning for Peace, a non-profit international
network of 162 editorial cartoonists from 59 different countries,
have joined forces in a collaboration for International Women’s
Day and the 62nd session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW62).
Founded by editorial cartoonist Plantu in 2006 and placed under the patronage of former UN SecretaryGeneral and Nobel Peace Prize winner Kofi Annan, the association is committed to the promotion of
editorial cartoon as a means of defending human rights, including gender equality, and freedom of
speech. This is done through events, publications and exhibitions; the use of cartoons to denounce all
forms of intolerance, to raise young and vulnerable people’s awareness about major social issues; and
to provide visibility to threatened cartoonists.
Here is a selection of cartoons related to women’s empowerment and gender equality created by
members of Cartooning for Peace. They are part of the book “Make place for women!” which spotlights
many of the challenges women encounter in their daily lives such as, education, sexuality, work or
religion. The book, prefaced by Elisabeth Badinter, elder stateswoman of feminism, is part of the
Cartooning for Peace collection launched in 2017 and edited by Gallimard. Royalties of the book are
donated to Cartooning for Peace to support threatened cartoonists.
Liza Donnelly, from the United States, is a cartoonist and writer with The New Yorker Magazine, and
resident cartoonist at CBS News. Her work also appears in several other outlets, from the New York
Times to Politico and Glamour. Donnelly is a Cultural Envoy for the US State Department, traveling
around the world speaking about freedom of speech, cartoons and women’s rights. She is a recipient of
the Woman of Distinction Prize from the American Association of University Women.

SAVE THE DATE:
During the open meeting, plans were set in motion for our annual
calendar. Some new events were added including:
• March 17, 2018: WNBA/LA Executive Board Meeting
• April: Literary Tea, TBD
• April 14, 2018: Writer’s Voices
• May 19, 2018: WNBA/LA Executive Board Meeting - 9:00am/Followed
by Agent Pitch Session

INVITE A FRIEND:
Membership is much more fun with a friend. Invite a friend to join
WNBA/LA and share in the fun.
Benefits of membership include:
• Network with WNBA professionals around the U.S. and regionally
• Attend WNBA events anywhere in the country
• Professional development thru LA Chapter / National Board positions
• Get a discounted rate to enter the WNBA Annual Writing Contest
• Nominate a book woman for the WNBA Award
• Promote your book or service through the National WNBA Promotional Program
For WNBA/LA Members with companies or professional services:
• LA Chapter Member: Your Pic, Book, URL and Description featured on Meet Our Members page
• Promotion through the National The Bookwoman
• Publish articles or book reviews thru social media
• Advertise your books or articles you’ve published thru our Newsletter
• Advertise your skills or business
• Listing in our Online National Directory
• National Website: Promote your book or service for an additional $30 a year
• National Website: List your blog for free
• Add your book to the Boston Public Library’s WNBA collection (and to the circulating collection, if

• Add your book to the Boston Public Library’s WNBA collection (and to the circulating collection, if
desired). More information in the National Members Only section.
• Facebook publicity through LA Chapter and national accounts
• Twitter publicity through LA Chapter and national accounts
• Learn about trends and issues in the book industry and literary world in your region and in the larger
U.S.
• Receive The Bookwoman, WNBA’s national newsletter
• Receive LA Chapter’s newsletter

Sign up now to become a WNBA/LA Member!

WNBA/LA BOARD MEMBERS:
President: Natalie Obando-Desai

Auditor: Holly Shaffer

Vice President: Kibkabe Arraya

The Writers' Voice Chair: Ruth Garcia-Corrales

Recording Secretary: Karen Holly

Judy Lopez Award Chair: Meg Flanders

Treasurer: Suzanne Kleinbub

Communications & Publicity Chair:

Immediate Past President: Rachelle Yousuf

Ezina LeBlanc

Membership Co-Chairs:

Social Media Chair: Diana Teirney

Suzanne Kleinbub & Ruth Light

Graphic Designer: Cheyenne Yousuf

DON'T FORGET:
• Don't forget to RENEW your WNBA/LA

• Donate & Support our Chapter: CLICK HERE

Membership! We welcome new members all

• Check out our Chapter Directory

year long. Dues of $45.00 cover the

online: wnba-la.org

membership year of June 1 - May 31. CLICK
HERE
• NOT A MEMBER YET? CLICK HERE

• More about the Judy Lopez Memorial Award
for Children's Literature: CLICK HERE

